
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

BZA A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13270, o f  D i s t r i c t  Advisory Board, 
-- Church o f  t h e  Nazarene, Community of  Hope, p u r s u a n t  t o  

Sub-sec t ion  8207.2 o f  t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  
e x c e p t i o n  under Paragraph 3104.46 t o  use  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  
t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises  a s  a  Community S e r v i c e  Cen t e r  i n  an  R-5-B 
D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  1417 Belmont S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  (Square 
26661, Lo t  8 2 4 ) .  

HEARING DATE : J u l y  1 6 ,  1980 

DECISION DATE: September 3,  1980 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an  R-5-B D i s t r i c t  
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Belmont S t r e e t  between 1 4 t h  and 1 5 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  N.  W .  

2.  The s i t e  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape ,  hav ing  s i x t y - f i v e  
f e e t  of f r o n t a g e  on Belmont S t r e e t  and a  dep th  o f  150 f e e t .  
The e n t i r e  s i t e  i s  occupied by a  f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  and s t o r e  
b u i l d i n g .  The b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  i n  1915. The l a s t  r e co rded  
C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Occupancy, No. B-40843 was i s s u e d  May 8 ,  1963 
f o r  an apar tment  house on a l l  f o u r  f l o o r s .  

3. There a r e  e x i s t i n g  apar tment  b u i l d i n g s  and row 
dwe l l i ngs  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  w e s t  and s o u t h  i n  t h e  R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  
To t h e  e a s t  a c r o s s  a  twenty  f o o t  a l l e y ,  i s  a  v a c a n t  l o t  i n  t h e  
C-M-2 D i s t r i c t .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  demons t ra t ion  g r a n t  
from t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia Government t o  r enova t e  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  The r enova t i on  work i s  i n  p r o g r e s s .  The second,  
t h i r d ,  and f o u r t h  f l o o r s  w i l l  c o n t a i n  n i n e t e e n  apar tment  
u n i t s  t o  accommodate f a m i l i e s  i n  need o f  emergency s h e l t e r s .  

5 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  o p e r a t e  a community s e r v i c e  
c e n t e r  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  I n  accordance  
w i t h  Paragraph 3104.46, a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d .  
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6 .  The c e n t e r  would p rov ide  space  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  neighborhood programs i n c l u d i n g  l e g a l  a i d ,  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  
and emergency food and c l o t h i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

7. There w i l l  be  f o u r  pe r sons  employed a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  
who w i l l  b e  a s s i s t e d  by a d d i t i o n a l  v o l u n t e e r s .  The c e n t e r  
w i l l  be open from 10:OO A .  M. t o  4:30 P.M., Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and F r iday ,  and from 6:00 P.M. t o  9:30 P . M .  on 
Thursday. No food w i l l  be p r epa red  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  

8. There w i l l  be no s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  e x c e p t  t h o s e  r e q u i r e d  by o t h e r  munic ipa l  law o r  
r e g u l a t i o n s .  

9. The s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  be open t o  a l l  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia b u t  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  
i n t ended  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  immediate neighborhood.  The 
immediate neighborhood c o n s i s t s  o f  pe r sons  and f a m i l i e s  rang- 
i n g  i n  socia l -economic  s t a t u s  from unemployed low income 
t o  upper middle c l a s s .  The c e n t e r  w i l l  s e r v i c e  between twenty 
and twen ty- f ive  pe r sons  p e r  day from t h e  community. 

10 .  The O f f i c e  o f  P lann ing  and Development, by memorandum 
d a t e d  June 27, 1980, recommended t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be  
g r an t ed .  The O f f i c e  of P lann ing  and Development was o f  t h e  
op in ion  t h a t  t h e  proposed community s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  i s  a  
nece s sa ry  and conven ien t  neighborhood f a c i l i t y .  The OPD was 
o f  t h e  view , t h a t  t h e  temporary f a c i l i t y  w i l l  n o t  be ob j ecL  
t i o n a b l e  t o  neighborhood,  b u t  w i l l  i n s t e a d  p rov ide  a  compassionate 
s e r v i c e  t o  peop l e  when faced  w i t h  t h e  s e r i o u s  dilemma of  no 
s h e l t e r .  The OPD recommended t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  excep t i on  be  
approved f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  which i s  t h e  maximum t i m e  
p e r i o d  a l lowed by t h e  Zoning ~ e g u l a t i o n s ,  a f t e r  which t i m e  t h e  
Board may review such a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  The Board a g r e e s  w i t h  
t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations o f  t h e  OPD. 

12 .  There was s u b s t a n t i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
from r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  su r round ing  neighborhood and from o t h e r  
community s u p p o r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  both within and o u t s i d e  t h e  
a r e a .  There i s  a  p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  r eco rd  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  names o f  many r e s i d e n t s  o f  Belmont 
and Chapin S t r e e t s .  

13.  There was one l e t te r  i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  which c i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  
adve r se  e f f e c t s  of n o i s e , l a : i t e r i n g  and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y .  
The l e t t e r  a l l e g e d  t h a t  app rova l  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  would 
d i s cou rage  p r o s p e c t i v e  homeowners from r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  t h e  
s e v e r a l  vacan t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  b lock .  The l e t t e r  f u r t h e r  
a l l e g e d  t h a t  a l l  homeowners i n  t h e  b lock w e r e  n o t  n o t i f i e d .  
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1 4 .  A s  t o  t h e  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  i n  oppos i t i on ,  t h e  r eco rd  
r e f l e c t s  t h a t  a l l  persons  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  n o t i c e  were 
n o t i f i e d  of t h e  hear ing .  Fu r the r ,  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  weight 
of a l l  t h e  test imony and evidence i s  t h a t  t h e  proposed c e n t e r  
would n o t  be o b j e c t i o n a b l e  and would provide a  va luab le  neigh- 
borhood s e r v i c e .  The Board s o  f i n d s .  

15. There was no r e p o r t  from Advisory Neighborhood 1-B .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  f a c t  and t h e  evidence of  r eco rd ,  
t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  seek ing  a  s p e c i a l  
except ion .  I n  o r d e r  t o  be gran ted  such an except ion ,  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  must demonstra te  t h a t  it has  complied wi th  t h e  
requirements  of  Paragraph 3104.46 and Sub-section 8207.2 of 
t h e  Zoning Regulat ions .  The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
has s o  complied. The g r e a t  ma jo r i t y  of t h e  evidence and 
test imony i s  t h a t  t h e  proposed c e n t e r  w i l l  n o t  be o b j e c t i o n a b l e ,  
and w i l l  provide a  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  a r e a .  The Board f u r t h e r  
concludes t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  except ion  can be gran ted  a s  i n  
harmony wi th  t h e  gene ra l  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  zoning 
r e g u l a t i o n s  and maps and w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  a f f e c t  adverse ly  
t h e  use  of neighboring propery i n  accordance wi th  s a i d  regula-  
t i o n s  and maps. I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  ordered  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
i s  g ran ted ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  fol lowing cond i t i ons :  

1. Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a  pe r iod  of  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

2 .  Approval s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  a community s e r v i c e  
c e n t e r  opera ted  by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  on ly .  

VOTE : 4-0 (Walter B.  L e w i s ,  Connie For tune and Char les  R. 
Norr is  t o  GRANT, William F. McIntosh t o  g r a n t  
by proxy; Leonard L.  McCants n o t  p r e s e n t ,  no t  
vo t ing )  . 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY : 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Executivd D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 3 0 S E ?  1980 
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UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
OR ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRAC- 
T I C E  AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT. 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  NONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH 
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF 
OCCUPANCY I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  LICENSES,  INVESTI -  
GATIONS, AND INSPECTIONS.  


